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Vacation season brings back fond memories 
of family treks across the nation to go to 
grandmother’s house. Long before mandatory 
seat belts and car seats, my mom and dad 
would load up their four boys in our family 
car to drive from Fort Worth to Myrtle, Mis-
sissippi then on to Chinquapin Grove, Ten-
nessee deep in the Smoky Mountains. These 
long road trip provide endless hours of family 
togetherness spiced with the constant inquires 
“Are we there yet?” often followed by “He 
touched me.” 
 
With three boys in the backseat often we 
found it necessary to draw imaginary lines on 
the plastic seats to outline the boundaries be-
tween brothers for the safety of all and the 
sanity of my father—our designated driver 
because frankly he did not want the role of 
UN peacekeeper that fell to my mother. 
To this day, I don’t really know why we 
fought so much. Individually we appear out-
wardly to be normal peace-loving young men; 
but you put us together especially for long 
trips across the heartland of America and it 
felt as if at times the Civil War broke out in 
the backseat of our family car. Frankly, I must 
confess I regret my part I played in the con-
flict, and I am thankful for the most part I 
kept the family mantra of keeping blood off 
the carpet. 
 
I find comfort in knowing that sibling rivalry 
dates all the way back to the first set of broth-
ers Cain and Abel, who took it to an unimag-
inable low in human history. I recently read an 
account of law professor teaching on wills and 
trusts who asked his students: “Why do peo-
ple choose to have their children, rather 
than their siblings, inherit their estate?” 
After many students answered with some of 
the obvious answers, one student raised his 
hand and said, “This may be a bit off topic, 
but when I was little, when my brother and 
sister finished playing with me, they would 
stuff me into the washing machine.” I 
guess it would be a safe bet they will not be in 
his will. 
 
As a counterpoint to sibling rivalry, we also 
find these words of light and hope in the 
Proverbs of King Solomon who wrote: “A 
friend loves at all times, and a brother is 
born for adversity” (Proverbs 17:17 ESV) I 
like the Living Bible paraphrase which reads: 
“A true friend is always loyal, and a 

brother is born to help in time of need.”  
 
As a grown man, with children of my own, I 
have sought to be that kind of brother. I am 
also thankful that I have three brothers, Steve, 
Tommy and John, that I can call on and know 
without doubt they are there for me, as I am 
there for them.  I like what author Marc 
Brown wrote: “Sometimes being a brother 
is even better than being a superhero!” I 
realize I am far from a superhero, but I pray I 
will go down in the memories of my brothers 
as a good, big brother. 
 
One of the most powerful and moving mo-
ments in the Old Testament must be the en-
counter between Jacob and Esau after many 
years of estrangement. Jacob had manipulated 
and ripped off his older brother’s birthright 
and blessing. He had to run for his life, but as 
an old man he longed to return home. Fearing 
his encounter with his spurned older brother, 
Jacob sent lavish gifts to his brother in prepa-
ration for their encounter. Upon encountering 
his brother, he bowed to the ground in an act 
of humility and contrition. Moses recounted 
what happened next as follows: “ But Esau 
ran to meet him and embraced him and 
fell on his neck and kissed him, and they 
wept.” (Genesis 33:4 ESV) 
 
What an amazing scene of love and grace. So, 
Mom and Dad, remember as the children re-
enact the Civil War in the backseat of your 
family vehicle, that you are witnessing one the 
rights of passage leading to a bond only 
known better brothers and sisters. Enjoy the 
ride. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

David and his three brothers, 1985 (back row  
l-r Steve, Tommy, D.L.( Dad) John, David.) 



 

 

Financial Statistics 

 

Tithes and Offerings 

Received  July 16:  $ 23,031 

                          (2016 $39,106) 

Month-to-date Received:  $90,583) 

                              (2016  $85,516)               

 

Building Fund 

Received July 16: $660 

Month-to-date Received: $5,048 

 

Weekly Attendance Report 

 

Sunday School Attendance:  353 

                                  (2016  319) 

 Worship Attendance:           515 

                                 (2016    379)          

 

 

  

 

 

 

Announcements: 

 

New Student Minister 

The Student Minister Search Committee is pleased to wel-
come Clay Carter, his wife Whitney , and their two daugh-
ters Ellie and Gracie, to Decatur August 5,6th in view of a 
call. Make plans to be in attendance to affirm the commit-
tees vision and calling. 

 

Preschool/Nursery Ministry Volunteers 

We need volunteers for our preschool ministry for Sunday 
mornings during worship service on a rotation basis and 
Wednesday evenings.  If you are interested, please contact 
Miranda or Beth at the preschool desk. 

  

First Connections Welcome Center 

First Decatur is looking for friendly and welcoming 
volunteers to serve one Sunday a month before and 
after Bible Study at our First Connections Centers to 
help make our visitors feel at home and help them 
find their way around our prodigious complex!  This 
would be a great family activity as well.  Please con-
tact Robyn Lowrie (rklowrie@yahoo.com) or Laura 
Boyd (jlcc381@yahoo.com) to sign up today! 

 

Paraguay Mission Trip 

We have 2 spots for the Paraguay mission trip in Sep-
tember 20-24. Total cost is for airfare only.  Deadline 
to sign up is July 31. See Jerry Howard or Lori Sher-
wood for more information 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer Concerns, Weekly Statistics, & Announcements 

Page 2   F IRST  LOOK  

FBC Leadership Team  

Dr. David Lowrie, Pastor:  david@firstdecatur.us 

 

Mike Stallsworth, Executive Pastor:  mike@firstdecatur.us 

 

Gerre Joiner, Senior Adult Pastor : gerjoiner@gmail.com 

 

Candy Burden, Children’s Pastor: candy@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ryan Cunnius, Interim Worship Leader: ryan@firstdecatur.us 

 

Ray Petty, Interim Student Pastor: ray@firstdecatur.us 

 

Harold Mosley, Building & Grounds : harold@firstdecatur.us 

 

Bree Kirkelie, Office Manager bree@firstdecatur.us 

 

Miranda Boswell, MDO Director: miranda@firstdecatur.us 

 

Beth Addington, Preschool Director: beth@firstdecatur.us 




